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Health Insurers and Access to Health Care Providers: Any Willing Providers

“Any Willing Provider” statutes, sometimes referred to as “Any Authorized Provider,” are laws that require
health insurance carriers to allow health care providers to become members of the carriers’ networks of
providers if certain conditions are met. Such statutes prohibit insurance carriers from limiting membership
within their provider networks based upon geography or other characteristics, so long as a provider is
willing and able to meet the conditions of network membership set by the carrier.

Laws can be broad in scope, applying to all or most licensed providers in the state. Broad laws typically
either spell out a list of providers covered by the provisions (e.g., physicians, pharmacists, chiropractors,
speech therapists, podiatrists, optometrists, facilities, etc.) or assert that the provisions apply to all
providers licensed in the state without specifically listing any.

  
Laws can also be limited in scope. Frequently, the limited provisions apply to only pharmacies or
pharmacists. In some cases, they apply to a limited number of allied professionals such as chiropractors,
optometrists, psychologists and social workers.


